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dies. It is useless arranging for corrugations of a certain width
and depth unless the sheet will stop in the corrugation when forced
into the die in the process of corrugation." This is self-evident.
But Mr. Davies, after condemning two processes, describes a third,
which gives the necessary uniformity, namely, close annealing in
large wrought iron boxes. It is true that this process is expensive,
and will not pay when the output is less than fifty tons a week ;
but it is practicable. From Mr. Davies' own showing, therefore,
nothing but want of manufacturing skill prevents the maintenance
of a uniform gauge, when once that gauge is decided upon. The
expense of altering the dies must be comparatively trifling. They
must need continual replacement, and, therefore, a standard could
easily be adopted at one of the periodical renewals. The main-
tenance of uniformity in corrugation is, as Mr. Davies says, " A
question of ability to do it," that is to say, of manufacturing skill,
The arguments which were used at first against the adoption of a
uniform gauge for the corrugation of galvanized iron are gradu-
ally melting away. Mr. Davies' contribution to the discussion is
valuable, for it shows that, from a manufacturer's point of view,
all that stands in the way is obstinacy or carelessness in neglect-
ing to adopt a uniform gauge for the dies, and want of skill in
securing uniformity in the softening of the sheets. Messrs.
M'Pherson, in their last letter to us, attributed the want of
uniformity to the stiff-necked policy of the manufacturers. We
extend the charge as above. As Mr. Davies says, it is no ques-
tion of monopoly; and if the consumers, who are the real arbiters
in the case, are sufficiently interested to make their demands felt,
uniformity of corrugation will soon be an established fact.

I have,already referred to this under the head-
ing of " Sizes Required for the Various Markets,"
but this testimony as to the importance of the ques-
tion is specially vahiable^ coming as it does from the
market itself. To any one who has not any prac-
tical acquaintance with the trade, it would appear